
ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: August 3, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: August 3

Update on Restaurant Relief Negotiations
In cooperation with our partners at the National Restaurant Association, the ORA is urging
Congress to approve some aspects of specific restaurant relief. Today, the National
Restaurant Association sent a letter to Congressional Leaders with those asks supporting
another round of PPP loans and fixes to the current PPP Loan program. You can read the
letter to leadership here along with documentation supporting those items that need to be

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77468369&mm=41915807015
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77469591&mm=41915807015


addressed by Congress. As the week of negotiations unfolds, the ORA will keep you
informed.

Take Action: Protect Restaurants 
The majority of restaurants might not be eligible for a new round of PPP funding. As
Congress tries to move towards an agreement on a final COVID-19 relief package, plans
have emerged for a new round of PPP funding that would require businesses to
demonstrate a 50% loss of revenue, but 55% of restaurants that are losing money would
not be eligible for this new funding. Take action now to help protect restaurants from
surprise tax liabilities!

City Emergency Proclamations: COVID-19 Guidance
Multiple cities have released updated Emergency Proclamations. The ORA has continued
to remain instrumental in providing input to state officials in order to help keep our
businesses open and safe. Here you will find several cities emergency proclamation and
executive orders based on city health departments and city mayors. We will include more
as they are released.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77470813&mm=41915807015
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77472035&mm=41915807015
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77473257&mm=41915807015
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77474479&mm=41915807015
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77475701&mm=41915807015
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77476923&mm=41915807015
http://www.viethconsulting.com/


8/3/2020 Oklahoma Restaurant Association Mail - ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: August 3, 2020

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=2ff772881e&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1674040634043526702&simpl=msg-f%3A1674040634043526702 3/3



ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: August 4, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: August 4

Ask Congress to Help Save Oklahoma Restaurants
Congress has days to agree on what many believe will be the last COVID-19 relief bill of
2020. The two parties disagree on many of the specific plans, and so it's critical that
Congress hear from as many Oklahomans as possible in support of the restaurant sector. 

The Oklahoma Restaurant Association estimates that many of our restaurants-particularly

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77596679&mm=41936083661


our local and independent restaurants-will close unless Congress passes relief soon. Help
us avoid this crisis by sending an email to your representatives today, asking for their
support of the relief Oklahoma restaurants need to continue feeding, employing and
serving our communities.

Take Action! 

Virtual Town Hall Meeting with 5th District Congresswoman Kendra
Horn
Please join us as we host a Zoom meeting with Congresswoman Kendra Horn next
Monday on August 10th at 10:30 a.m. (CDT). Congresswoman Horn will update us on
efforts in Washington D.C. to provide relief and recovery to our industry. Click here to
register for the Town Hall Meeting.

Restaurants Are Not Making People Ill - Yesterday's Food Dude
Podcast
Yesterday, Jim Hopper, ORA CEO, had the opportunity to be a guest during The
Oklahoman's Community Table Podcast with Dave Cathey - The Food Dude. The theme of
the conversation was to talk about what's currently going on inside the restaurant
community during this unique time. There was a wide range of topics, but the two major
points of the conversation with Hopper focused on what Oklahoma restaurants are doing
to keep workers and diners safe while helping keep restaurants open through the COVID-
19 pandemic; and that the narrative on Oklahoma restaurants must change. That change
in narrative is that to date contract tracing statistics are somewhat misleading and that
restaurants and their employees are in fact not making the dining public ill because when
an employee is ill they are not allowed to work inside a restaurant. Bruce Rinehart, owner
of the Manhattan and Rococo Restaurants was also a guest on the podcast and told of
how his business model has changed in the last few months, what it's taking for
restaurants to survive in light of the pandemic and how the ORA's information and
resources have made a huge difference to the restaurant community. Click here to listen to
the full podcast.

Oklahoma City Announces Second Round of Small Business Relief
Starting Aug. 4, Oklahoma City business owners and non-profits with 100 or fewer
employees may apply for business relief due to losses related to COVID-19. Click here for
more information and to apply for COVID-19 disaster relief funds from the Small Business
Continuity Program. The program is accepting applications for a second phase, funded
with $12M from the CARES Act.

The program reimburses in three categories:

up to $100,000 for either lost revenue or payroll, rent and other operational expenses
up to $25,000 to retrofit with sanitizing equipment, furniture or renovations needed for
social distancing
up to $10,000 for professional services to help with human resources, IT, financial,
marketing or other needs due to COVID-19 changes 

Dealing With Anti-Mask Guests: A 5-Step Action Plan
As an increasing number of businesses begin to require face coverings in their facilities,
there has been a corresponding increase in the number of well-publicized reports of

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77597901&mm=41936083661
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77599123&mm=41936083661
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77600345&mm=41936083661
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77601567&mm=41936083661


customers and guests reacting in a belligerent, hostile or even violent manner after being
asked to comply with mask rules. What should you do if an anti-mask guest disrupts your
business? Here is a five-step plan.

Take Action: Protect Restaurants 
The majority of restaurants might not be eligible for a new round of PPP funding. As
Congress tries to move towards an agreement on a final COVID-19 relief package, plans
have emerged for a new round of PPP funding that would require businesses to
demonstrate a 50% loss of revenue, but 55% of restaurants that are losing money would
not be eligible for this new funding. Take action now to help protect restaurants from
surprise tax liabilities!

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77602789&mm=41936083661
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77604011&mm=41936083661
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77605233&mm=41936083661
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77606455&mm=41936083661
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77607677&mm=41936083661
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77608899&mm=41936083661
http://www.viethconsulting.com/


ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: August 5, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: August 5

Ask Congress to Help Save Oklahoma Restaurants
Congress has days to agree on what many believe will be the last COVID-19 relief bill of
2020. The two parties disagree on many of the specific plans, and so it's critical that
Congress hear from as many Oklahomans as possible in support of the restaurant sector. 

The Oklahoma Restaurant Association estimates that many of our restaurants-particularly

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77915621&mm=41986058573


our local and independent restaurants-will close unless Congress passes relief soon. Help
us avoid this crisis by sending an email to your representatives today, asking for their
support of the relief Oklahoma restaurants need to continue feeding, employing and
serving our communities.

Take Action! 

Virtual Town Hall Meeting with 5th District Congresswoman Kendra
Horn
Please join us as we host a hospitality industry Zoom meeting with Congresswoman
Kendra Horn next Monday on August 10th at 10:30 a.m. (CDT). Congresswoman Horn
will update us on efforts in Washington D.C. to provide relief and recovery to our industry.
If participants would like to submit questions in advance, please send them to
jim@okrestaurants.com. Click here to register for the Town Hall Meeting.

Restaurants Are Not Making People Ill - 9/3/2020 Food Dude Podcast
Earlier this week, Jim Hopper, ORA CEO, had the opportunity to be a guest during The
Oklahoman's Community Table Podcast with Dave Cathey - The Food Dude. The theme of
the conversation was to talk about what's currently going on inside the restaurant
community during this unique time. There was a wide range of topics, but the two major
points of the conversation with Hopper focused on what Oklahoma restaurants are doing
to keep workers and diners safe while helping keep restaurants open through the COVID-
19 pandemic; and that the narrative on Oklahoma restaurants must change. That change
in narrative is that to date contract tracing statistics are somewhat misleading and that
restaurants and their employees are in fact not making the dining public ill because when
an employee is ill they are not allowed to work inside a restaurant. Bruce Rinehart, owner
of the Manhattan and Rococo Restaurants was also a guest on the podcast and told of
how his business model has changed in the last few months, what it's taking for
restaurants to survive in light of the pandemic and how the ORA's information and
resources have made a huge difference to the restaurant community. Click here to listen to
the full podcast.

Oklahoma City Announces Second Round of Small Business Relief
Oklahoma City business owners and non-profits with 100 or fewer employees may apply
for business relief due to losses related to COVID-19. Click here for more information and
to apply for COVID-19 disaster relief funds from the Small Business Continuity Program.
The program is accepting applications for a second phase, funded with $12M from the
CARES Act.

The program reimburses in three categories:

up to $100,000 for either lost revenue or payroll, rent and other operational expenses
up to $25,000 to retrofit with sanitizing equipment, furniture or renovations needed for
social distancing
up to $10,000 for professional services to help with human resources, IT, financial,
marketing or other needs due to COVID-19 changes 

Dealing With Anti-Mask Guests: A 5-Step Action Plan
As an increasing number of businesses begin to require face coverings in their facilities,
there has been a corresponding increase in the number of well-publicized reports of

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77916843&mm=41986058573
mailto:jim@okrestaurants.com
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77918065&mm=41986058573
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77919287&mm=41986058573
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77920509&mm=41986058573


customers and guests reacting in a belligerent, hostile or even violent manner after being
asked to comply with mask rules. What should you do if an anti-mask guest disrupts your
business? Here is a five-step plan.

Take Action: Protect Restaurants 
The majority of restaurants might not be eligible for a new round of PPP funding. As
Congress tries to move towards an agreement on a final COVID-19 relief package, plans
have emerged for a new round of PPP funding that would require businesses to
demonstrate a 50% loss of revenue, but 55% of restaurants that are losing money would
not be eligible for this new funding. Take action now to help protect restaurants from
surprise tax liabilities!

City Emergency Proclamations: COVID-19 Guidance?
Multiple cities have released updated Emergency Proclamations. The ORA has continued
to remain instrumental in providing input to state officials in order to help keep our
businesses open and safe. Here you will find several cities emergency proclamation and
executive orders based on city health departments and city mayors. We will include more
as they are released.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77921731&mm=41986058573
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77922953&mm=41986058573
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77924175&mm=41986058573
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77925397&mm=41986058573
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77926619&mm=41986058573
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77927841&mm=41986058573
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=77929063&mm=41986058573


ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: August 6, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: August 6

Update on Federal Restaurant Relief
In a call today with our partners at the National Restaurant Association the ORA received
an update on action in Congress to address the next round of relief for our industry and
the economy in general. Sean Kennedy, Executive Vice President at the NRA provides the
update in this short video. The NRA reports that Congress is going home today, with those
negotiating on the next round of relief staying in Washington to continue those talks. If you

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78020713&mm=41997205657
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78021935&mm=41997205657


have not already done so, you can Take Action here to encourage Congress to act on the
issues mentioned in the video update.

Virtual Town Hall Meeting with 5th District Congresswoman Kendra
Horn
Please join us as we host a hospitality industry Zoom meeting with Congresswoman
Kendra Horn next Monday on August 10th at 10:30 a.m. (CDT). Congresswoman Horn
will update us on efforts in Washington D.C. to provide relief and recovery to our industry.
If participants would like to submit questions in advance, please send them to
jim@okrestaurants.com. Click here to register for the Town Hall Meeting.

Oklahoma City Announces Second Round of Small Business Relief
Oklahoma City business owners and non-profits with 100 or fewer employees may apply
for business relief due to losses related to COVID-19. Click here for more information and
to apply for COVID-19 disaster relief funds from the Small Business Continuity Program.
The program is accepting applications for a second phase, funded with $12M from the
CARES Act.

The program reimburses in three categories:

up to $100,000 for either lost revenue or payroll, rent and other operational expenses
up to $25,000 to retrofit with sanitizing equipment, furniture or renovations needed for
social distancing
up to $10,000 for professional services to help with human resources, IT, financial,
marketing or other needs due to COVID-19 changes 

City Emergency Proclamations: COVID-19 Guidance
Multiple cities have released updated Emergency Proclamations. The ORA has continued
to remain instrumental in providing input to state officials in order to help keep our
businesses open and safe. Here you will find several cities emergency proclamation and
executive orders based on city health departments and city mayors. We will include more
as they are released.

New Tahlequah Mask Order

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78023157&mm=41997205657
mailto:jim@okrestaurants.com
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78024379&mm=41997205657
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78025601&mm=41997205657
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78026823&mm=41997205657
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78028045&mm=41997205657


ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: August 7, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: August 7

Virtual Town Hall Meeting with 5th District Congresswoman Kendra
Horn
Please join us as we host a hospitality industry Zoom meeting with Congresswoman
Kendra Horn this upcoming Monday on August 10th at 10:30 a.m. (CDT).
Congresswoman Horn will update us on efforts in Washington D.C. to provide relief and

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78106253&mm=42021318161


recovery to our industry. If participants would like to submit questions in advance, please
send them to jim@okrestaurants.com. Click here to register for the Town Hall Meeting.

Treasury Issues New FAQs on PPP Loan Forgiveness
Earlier this week the SBA, in consultation with the U.S. Treasury Department, issued new
guidance through Frequently Asked Questions aimed at helping PPP borrowers navigate
maximum loan forgiveness. Here are key questions and answers boiled down from the 10
pages of Treasury FAQs that you should consider.

New ServSafe Schedule
Click here to view our upcoming ServSafe schedule through December in both Tulsa and
OKC. These classes are social distanced with limited number of attendees, so register
before they're booked up! If you were previously scheduled for a class that was postponed
due to COVID-19 restrictions and have not rescheduled, please contact Jill Coursey.

Update on Federal Restaurant Relief
In a call yesterday with our partners at the National Restaurant Association the ORA
received an update on action in Congress to address the next round of relief for our
industry and the economy in general. Sean Kennedy, Executive Vice President at the NRA
provides the update in this short video. The NRA reports that Congress has gone home,
with those negotiating on the next round of relief staying in Washington to continue those
talks. If you have not already done so, you can Take Action here to encourage Congress
to act on the issues mentioned in the video update.

City Emergency Proclamations: COVID-19 Guidance
Multiple cities have released updated Emergency Proclamations. The ORA has continued
to remain instrumental in providing input to state officials in order to help keep our
businesses open and safe. Here you will find several cities emergency proclamation and
executive orders based on city health departments and city mayors. We will include more
as they are released.

New Tahlequah Mask Order
Choctaw Mask Ordinance

mailto:jim@okrestaurants.com
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ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: August 10, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: August 10

Virtual Town Hall Meeting with 5th District Congresswoman Kendra
Horn
Today we hosted a hospitality industry Zoom meeting with Congresswoman Kendra Horn.
Congresswoman Horn updated us on the efforts in Washington D.C. and provided
possible options for recovery and relief in our industry. Click here to view a recording from
today's session. 

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78323769&mm=42063119115
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78324991&mm=42063119115


New ServSafe Schedule
Click here to view our upcoming ServSafe schedule through December in both Tulsa and
OKC. These classes are social distanced with limited number of attendees, so register
before they're booked up! If you were previously scheduled for a class that was postponed
due to COVID-19 restrictions and have not rescheduled, please contact Jill Coursey.

City Emergency Proclamations: COVID-19 Guidance
Multiple cities have released updated Emergency Proclamations. The ORA has continued
to remain instrumental in providing input to state officials in order to help keep our
businesses open and safe. Here you will find several cities emergency proclamation and
executive orders based on city health departments and city mayors. We will include more
as they are released.

New Tahlequah Mask Order
Choctaw Mask Ordinance

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78326213&mm=42063119115
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ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: August 11, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: August 11

Secretary Mnuchin: COVID-19 Relief
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said the White House is open to resuming
coronavirus aid talks with Democrats and putting more relief money on the table to reach a
compromise. He did not give a timeline, but said he hoped they could reach a deal this
week if Democrats made a fair offer. Mnuchin said the administration and Democrats
agreed on several major areas:

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78437415&mm=42095235719


More funding for a second round of Paycheck Protection Program loans for
struggling small businesses
Another direct payment of up to $1,200 for individuals.

The Paycheck Protection Program has expired. Small Business Majority said a survey of
its members by the organization found that 80% of small business owners would like to
take a second PPP loan. Without a second loan or other stimulus relief, nearly half – 44%
– of members said they would be unable to survive another six months.

The PPP fund has about $130 billion left from the roughly $650 billion Congress provided.
The ORA will keep you updated as these negotiations continue in Washington.

President Trump: Pandemic Relief
President Trump recently signed an order aimed at extending some pandemic relief after
Congress failed to reach a deal. The president’s orders extend unemployment benefits,
provide a payroll tax holiday, defer student loan payments through 2020 and extend the
federal moratorium on evictions. The move would extend the unemployment bonus at a
reduced level of $400 per week, instead of the $600 per week federal unemployment
insurance that was approved in March and expired at the end of July.

In this video update, the National Restaurant Association’s Sean Kennedy explains what
the President’s actions mean for our industry. Watch it here.

Virtual Town Hall Meeting with 5th District Congresswoman Kendra
Horn
Yesterday we hosted a hospitality industry Zoom meeting with Congresswoman Kendra
Horn. Congresswoman Horn updated us on the efforts in Washington D.C. and provided
possible options for recovery and relief in our industry. Click here to view a recording from
yesterday's session. 

Webinar on Restaurant Relief: The Road Ahead with Sean Kennedy 
Join us tomorrow on Wednesday at 1pm with Sean Kennedy, Executive Vice President of
Public Affairs for the National Restaurant Association, for a comprehensive overview of the
latest restaurant relief programs from Congress, such as a dedicated recovery fund, a
second round of PPP, long-term loan programs and targeted tax relief. Register here.

City Emergency Proclamations: COVID-19 Guidance
Multiple cities have released updated Emergency Proclamations. The ORA has continued
to remain instrumental in providing input to state officials in order to help keep our
businesses open and safe. Here you will find several cities emergency proclamation and
executive orders based on city health departments and city mayors. We will include more
as they are released.

New Tahlequah Mask Order
Choctaw Mask Ordinance
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ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: August 12, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: August 12

Webinar on Restaurant Relief: The Road Ahead with Sean Kennedy 
Correction: Yesterday we posted an incorrect date for the webinar. We apologize for any
confusion. Join us next week on Wednesday August 19th at 1pm with Sean Kennedy,
Executive Vice President of Public Affairs for the National Restaurant Association, for a
comprehensive overview of the latest restaurant relief programs from Congress, such as a

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78542507&mm=42171289333


dedicated recovery fund, a second round of PPP, long-term loan programs and targeted
tax relief. Register here.

ORA Job Postings & Resumes
Did you know ORA members may post their available job positions for free in the online
ORA Job Bank by clicking here? Did you also know that to further assist members, the
ORA will periodically feature postings to our Job Bank on our social media feed, and that
we communicate the postings with area career tech hospitality programs? If you know
someone who is currently looking for a job, please send your resume to Chandy Rice.
We're here to help!

City Emergency Proclamations: COVID-19 Guidance
Multiple cities have released updated Emergency Proclamations. The ORA has continued
to remain instrumental in providing input to state officials in order to help keep our
businesses open and safe. Here you will find several cities emergency proclamation and
executive orders based on city health departments and city mayors. We will include more
as they are released.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78543729&mm=42171289333
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78544951&mm=42171289333
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ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: August 14, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: August 14

Updated Guidelines from Oklahoma State Health Department
Yesterday, Interim Health Commissioner Dr. Lance Frye issued updated guidelines in the
effort to contain the spread of COVID-19. The guidelines are recommendations for best
practices in curtailing the spread. You can view the guidelines here.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78652487&mm=42199444213
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78653709&mm=42199444213


The NRA Sets the Record Straight: New York Times Misinterprets
Industry Data
Recently, the New York Times wrote an article that casts a bad light on the restaurant
industry by misusing and misinterpreting some very confusing data. The author used this
interpretation to suggests restaurants are not safe for dining in. The National Restaurant
Association issued a press release yesterday setting the record straight. You can view the
NRA release here.

Senator Chuck Schumer Co-sponsors Restaurants Act Bill
Today, New York Senator Chuck Schumer, the Democratic leader, endorsed the
Restaurants Act bill. This is a significant development in the on-going negotiations about
the extent and size of possible legislation to provide another round of relief for our industry.
Since Senator Schumer is in a leadership position, his endorsement of the bill is valuable
to our industry. The National Restaurant Association issued a press release about this
development you can view here.

Webinar on Restaurant Relief: The Road Ahead with Sean Kennedy 
Join us next week on Wednesday August 19th at 1pm with Sean Kennedy, Executive Vice
President of Public Affairs for the National Restaurant Association, for a comprehensive
overview of the latest restaurant relief programs from Congress, such as a dedicated
recovery fund, a second round of PPP, long-term loan programs and targeted tax relief.
Register here.

City Emergency Proclamations: COVID-19 Guidance
Multiple cities have released updated Emergency Proclamations. The ORA has continued
to remain instrumental in providing input to state officials in order to help keep our
businesses open and safe. Here you will find several cities emergency proclamation and
executive orders based on city health departments and city mayors. We will include more
as they are released.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78654931&mm=42199444213
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78656153&mm=42199444213
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78657375&mm=42199444213
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78658597&mm=42199444213
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COVID-19 Membership Update: August 17

Webinar on Restaurant Relief: The Road Ahead with Sean Kennedy
Join us this week on Wednesday August 19th at 1pm with Sean Kennedy, Executive Vice
President of Public Affairs for the National Restaurant Association, for a comprehensive
overview of the latest restaurant relief programs from Congress, such as a dedicated

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78863893&mm=42241551889


recovery fund, a second round of PPP, long-term loan programs and targeted tax relief.
Register here.

Tips for Cleaning POS Equipment
Some of our members have mentioned problems with their point-of-sale (POS) equipment
having been damaged due to frequent cleaning. Regularly cleaning and disinfecting POS
equipment is effective in reducing contamination, but the equipment comes with special
manufacturers’ cleaning instructions that must be followed; certain cleaning agents can
cause damage to plastics and rubber and should be avoided including:

ketone-based solvents
bleach
paint thinner
trichloroethylene

Find out the difference between cleaning, sanitizing and disinfecting and how to safely
care for high-touch POS equipment.

Order Up Podcast: NRA's Hudson Riehle Delivers Latest Industry Data
Data is starting to trend in the right direction in the restaurant industry, according to
Hudson Riehle. There are huge technological shifts happening that could help restaurants
bounce back, and Order Up Podcast provides an update on the current data. Listen in for
more info on the state of the restaurant industry.

Updated Guidelines from Oklahoma State Health Department
Last week, Interim Health Commissioner Dr. Lance Frye issued updated guidelines in the
effort to contain the spread of COVID-19. The guidelines are recommendations for best
practices in curtailing the spread. You can view the guidelines here.

Senator Chuck Schumer Co-sponsors Restaurants Act Bill
Last week, New York Senator Chuck Schumer, the Democratic leader, endorsed the
Restaurants Act bill. This is a significant development in the on-going negotiations about
the extent and size of possible legislation to provide another round of relief for our industry.
Since Senator Schumer is in a leadership position, his endorsement of the bill is valuable
to our industry. The National Restaurant Association issued a press release about this
development you can view here.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78865115&mm=42241551889
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78866337&mm=42241551889
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78867559&mm=42241551889
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78868781&mm=42241551889
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=78870003&mm=42241551889
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Tulsa Country CARES Act Website
Tulsa County CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security) launched its
website this week to provide transparency and connect business owners and residents to
Tulsa County CARES programs through an interactive map on the site. On Monday, the
Tulsa County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) approved an additional $4.5 million
to small businesses and nonprofits through the Tulsa County RESET (Resources to

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79032529&mm=42288662433
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79033751&mm=42288662433


Empower Small Enterprises for Tomorrow) program in order to help small business owners
during this difficult time. 

Vaccines, Flu Season, and Common Workplace Misunderstandings
As flu season approaches and the pandemic continues, employers’ mandatory vaccination
policies may soon become expected. As you proceed under the current unique
circumstances, it is important to bear in mind the distinction between mandatory
vaccinations and employee screenings such as temperature-taking, symptom checklists
and testing, that are currently in widespread use. Learn more here.

FDA Approves Cheaper, Faster COVID-19 Test
There's a new saliva-based test developed by Yale School of Public Health that delivers
faster results than ones currently available on the market. The SalivaDirect test can
determine COVID-19 in less than three hours and was funded by the NBA.

Five Steps for Dealing with Anti-Mask Guests
As operators heading into autumn, we should be aware of changing regulations on the
municipal and state levels, and the tensions that may increase as we continue to live in a
mask-filled world. Here are five steps that are recommended to minimize the chances of a
mask incident occurring in the workplace.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79034973&mm=42288662433
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79036195&mm=42288662433
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79037417&mm=42288662433
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79038639&mm=42288662433
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79039861&mm=42288662433
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79041083&mm=42288662433
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79042305&mm=42288662433
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Recording on Restaurant Relief Webinar: The Road Ahead with Sean
Kennedy
We hope you joined us yesterday for a session with Sean Kennedy, Executive Vice
President of Public Affairs for the National Restaurant Association. The session provided a
comprehensive overview of the latest restaurant relief programs from Congress, such as a

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79158395&mm=42349531475


dedicated recovery fund, a second round of PPP, long-term loan programs and targeted
tax relief. Click here to listen to a recording from yesterday's webinar.

Restaurant Operators Need Clarification on Option to Defer Payroll
Taxes
The Executive Order, entitled “Memorandum on Deferring Payroll Tax Obligations in Light
of the Ongoing COVID-19 Disaster” directs Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin to use his
authority to defer withholding, deposit, and payment of the employees’ 6.2% Social
Security tax on certain wages or compensation paid between Sept 1 - Dec 31. Employers
are afraid their employees will be hit with a big tax bill in 2021 after the deferment period
ends. The National Restaurant Association sent a letter asking the Administration &
Congress to clarify this issue.

Expansion of Outdoor Dining
We want to remind you about the availability to expand outdoor dining opportunities to
increase your ability to serve customers who may be more comfortable dining outdoors.

For information on how to apply in Oklahoma City for the Streatery Program, access the
link here.

For information on Tulsa's Parklet program to encourage outdoor dining for restaurants,
access the link here.

In conversations with the ABLE Commission yesterday, they confirmed their
commitment to work with restaurants who have obtained permission from their local
jurisdiction for an expansion of outdoor dining and will help them with a temporary
expansion of their licensed premises to allow for the service of alcohol in the expanded
space.

City Emergency Proclamations: COVID-19 Guidance
Multiple cities have released updated Emergency Proclamations. The ORA has continued
to remain instrumental in providing input to state officials in order to help keep our
businesses open and safe. Here you will find several cities emergency proclamation and
executive orders based on city health departments and city mayors. We will include more
as they are released.

Stillwater: Emergency Declaration 

Consumers Worried Their Restaurants Will Not Survive Pandemic
A new nationwide survey commissioned by the National Restaurant Association found that
78% of adults agree that going out to their favorite restaurant is one of the things they
missed most during the last few months. 89% of adults said they are concerned that
businesses in their community like restaurants may not be able to survive the economic
fallout from the coronavirus pandemic.

Mobile-Friendly Marketing Tools
Dining in at restaurants tops the list of activities consumers miss the most, even ahead of
visiting friends and family. This is further supported by an increase in weekly orders for
take-out. Rather than fall back to their original marketing strategy, small business owners
with mobile operations have an opportunity to strengthen their marketing with mobile

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79159617&mm=42349531475
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79160839&mm=42349531475
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79162061&mm=42349531475
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79163283&mm=42349531475
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79164505&mm=42349531475
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79164505&mm=42349531475
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79165727&mm=42349531475
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79166949&mm=42349531475


graphics that deliver brand recognition and customer service information to potential
customers.

Tulsa Country CARES Act Website
Tulsa County CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security) launched its
website this week to provide transparency and connect business owners and residents to
Tulsa County CARES programs through an interactive map on the site. On Monday, the
Tulsa County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) approved an additional $4.5 million
to small businesses and nonprofits through the Tulsa County RESET (Resources to
Empower Small Enterprises for Tomorrow) program in order to help small business owners
during this difficult time. 

State Approved for $300 Subsidy to Unemployment Benefits
Oklahoma recently applied to the federal government for permission to subsidize regular
unemployment insurance payments with an additional $300 per week. It has now been
reported the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has approved the state's
application.

The Oklahoma Employment Security Commission (OESC) reports it will be at least a
month before this additional benefit will be available for actual dispersal to unemployed
Oklahomans but will be retroactive to August 1st. The OESC states the delay in
implementing the extra benefit is due to the outdated computer system they are working
with. The ORA will share additional information with you as it becomes available.

Vaccines, Flu Season, and Common Workplace Misunderstandings
As flu season approaches and the pandemic continues, employers’ mandatory vaccination
policies may soon become expected. As you proceed under the current unique
circumstances, it is important to bear in mind the distinction between mandatory
vaccinations and employee screenings such as temperature-taking, symptom checklists
and testing, that are currently in widespread use. Learn more here.

FDA Approves Cheaper, Faster COVID-19 Test
There's a new saliva-based test developed by Yale School of Public Health that delivers
faster results than ones currently available on the market. The SalivaDirect test can
determine COVID-19 in less than three hours and was funded by the NBA.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79166949&mm=42349531475
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79168171&mm=42349531475
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79169393&mm=42349531475
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79170615&mm=42349531475
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National Advocacy Update: No Relief Deal Expected for 4-6 Weeks
On Wednesday, Sean Kennedy, the Executive Vice President of Public Affairs for the NRA,
presented a webinar to cover what lies ahead in terms of Federal relief for this industry.
Federal advocacy efforts are focused on a few major priorities, including:

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79239047&mm=42364894459
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79240269&mm=42364894459


Restaurant Recovery Fund: The Senate version of the Restaurants Act, which
would establish a $120 Billion fund for our industry.
Second round of PPP funding: An initial proposal made receiving a second PPP loan
contingent on being able to prove a 50% year-over-year loss in the first or second
quarter of 2020. We would like that threshold to be 20%; a revised version of this
proposal pegs it at 35%.
Allow business expenses paid with PPP to be deductible.
Long-term loan programs with partial forgiveness: This has been proposed in the
RESTART Act.
Legal liability protections for restaurants.

When a deal does take shape (approximately 4-6 weeks from now), it could come together
in the form of a major package or a series of bills. Currently, a bill is taking shape among
Senate Republicans that would provide $10 Billion for the U.S. Postal Service, add $300
per week to unemployment benefits, initiate a second round of funding for PPP and
include liability protections for businesses. We will continue to keep you updated as more
news comes.

NRA Law Center Resource: Temperature Checks & Masks
During the last two weeks, having received questions and requests for guidance
surrounding the issue of guests refusing to wear masks, the NRA Restaurant Law Center
prepared two documents around temperature checks and masks; one for customers and
one for staff. Please take a moment to download and review the documents.

Restaurant Operators Need Clarification on Option to Defer Payroll
Taxes
The Executive Order, entitled “Memorandum on Deferring Payroll Tax Obligations in Light
of the Ongoing COVID-19 Disaster” directs Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin to use his
authority to defer withholding, deposit, and payment of the employees’ 6.2% Social
Security tax on certain wages or compensation paid between Sept 1 - Dec 31. Employers
are afraid their employees will be hit with a big tax bill in 2021 after the deferment period
ends. The National Restaurant Association sent a letter asking the Administration &
Congress to clarify this issue.

Expansion of Outdoor Dining
We want to remind you about the availability to expand outdoor dining opportunities to
increase your ability to serve customers who may be more comfortable dining outdoors.

For information on how to apply in Oklahoma City for the Streatery Program, access the
link here.

For information on Tulsa's Parklet program to encourage outdoor dining for restaurants,
access the link here.

In conversations with the ABLE Commission recently, they confirmed their commitment to
work with restaurants who have obtained permission from their local jurisdiction for an
expansion of outdoor dining and will help them with a temporary expansion of their
licensed premises to allow for the service of alcohol in the expanded space.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79241491&mm=42364894459
https://txrestaurant.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ba4f5470d7e01dcb7ddd3c555&id=d8f3820499&e=c13a04f530
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79242713&mm=42364894459
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79243935&mm=42364894459
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79245157&mm=42364894459


City Emergency Proclamations: COVID-19 Guidance
Multiple cities have released updated Emergency Proclamations. The ORA has continued
to remain instrumental in providing input to state officials in order to help keep our
businesses open and safe. Here you will find several cities emergency proclamation and
executive orders based on city health departments and city mayors. We will include more
as they are released.

Stillwater: Emergency Declaration 
Temporary Use for Outdoor Seating

Tulsa Country CARES Act Website
Tulsa County CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security) launched its
website this week to provide transparency and connect business owners and residents to
Tulsa County CARES programs through an interactive map on the site. On Monday, the
Tulsa County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) approved an additional $4.5 million
to small businesses and nonprofits through the Tulsa County RESET (Resources to
Empower Small Enterprises for Tomorrow) program in order to help small business owners
during this difficult time. 

State Approved for $300 Subsidy to Unemployment Benefits
Oklahoma recently applied to the federal government for permission to subsidize regular
unemployment insurance payments with an additional $300 per week. It has now been
reported the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has approved the state's
application.

The Oklahoma Employment Security Commission (OESC) reports it will be at least a
month before this additional benefit will be available for actual dispersal to unemployed
Oklahomans but will be retroactive to August 1st. The OESC states the delay in
implementing the extra benefit is due to the outdated computer system they are working
with. The ORA will share additional information with you as it becomes available.

FDA Approves Cheaper, Faster COVID-19 Test
There's a new saliva-based test developed by Yale School of Public Health that delivers
faster results than ones currently available on the market. The SalivaDirect test can
determine COVID-19 in less than three hours and was funded by the NBA.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79246379&mm=42364894459
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79246379&mm=42364894459
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79247601&mm=42364894459
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79248823&mm=42364894459
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79250045&mm=42364894459
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ORA Update Survey
The ORA has been providing daily updates to the hospitality community since the
pandemic led to the closure of dining at restaurants in March. So much has changed since
March, and we would like your help in collecting new data on the status of your business
operations. Please complete the survey. This will be very helpful in telling the story of the
devastating effect that COVID-19 has had on our industry, and will only take two minutes

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79429679&mm=42397074607
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79430901&mm=42397074607


of your time. We will use the information you provide to continue our work with state and
local elected officials for relief for our industry. 

FFCRA Reminder: Tax Credits
As schools begin to reopen, we would like to remind you and your staff that there are three
new tax credits for paid sick leave:

The employer credit for paid sick leave
The employer credit for paid family leave
And the employee retention credit for businesses affected by COVID-19.

If your employees qualify for paid sick and family leave under the Families First
Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), please remember that you can claim a tax credit to
cover the costs. You don’t have to wait for the IRS to send you the reimbursement.
Instead, employers may reduce the amount of federal employment taxes they deposit with
the IRS in a calendar quarter by the amount of the qualified leave wages paid in that
quarter. For more information, please review the IRS’s FAQs here.

Restaurant Operators Need Clarification on Option to Defer Payroll
Taxes
The Executive Order, entitled “Memorandum on Deferring Payroll Tax Obligations in Light
of the Ongoing COVID-19 Disaster” directs Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin to use his
authority to defer withholding, deposit, and payment of the employees’ 6.2% Social
Security tax on certain wages or compensation paid between Sept 1 - Dec 31. Employers
are afraid their employees will be hit with a big tax bill in 2021 after the deferment period
ends. The NRA sent a letter asking the Administration & Congress to clarify this issue.

Expansion of Outdoor Dining
We want to remind you about the availability to expand outdoor dining opportunities to
increase your ability to serve customers who may be more comfortable dining outdoors.

For information on how to apply in Oklahoma City for the Streatery Program, access the
link here.

For information on Tulsa's Parklet program to encourage outdoor dining for restaurants,
access the link here.

In conversations with the ABLE Commission recently, they confirmed their commitment to
work with restaurants who have obtained permission from their local jurisdiction for an
expansion of outdoor dining and will help them with a temporary expansion of their
licensed premises to allow for the service of alcohol in the expanded space.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79432123&mm=42397074607
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79433345&mm=42397074607
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79434567&mm=42397074607
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79435789&mm=42397074607


ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: August 25, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: August 25

ORA Update Survey
The ORA has been providing daily updates to the hospitality community since the
pandemic led to the closure of dining at restaurants in March. So much has changed since
March, and we would like your help in collecting new data on the status of your business
operations. Please complete the survey. This will be very helpful in telling the story of the
devastating effect that COVID-19 has had on our industry, and will only take two minutes

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79539659&mm=42444318349
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79540881&mm=42444318349


of your time. We will use the information you provide to continue our work with state and
local elected officials for relief for our industry.

Update on Congressional Relief
In the call today with our partners at the NRA we learned that it may be the second, third
or fourth week of Sept. before there is any agreement on additional relief for our industry.
No talks are scheduled this week during the Republican National Convention. It is believed
that actual negotiations will resume next week. There is speculation that another round of
PPP loans will be offered even if you received a loan the first time around and that some
amount of extended unemployment insurance help will be approved, but not at the $600 a
week level that expired at the end of July. There will most likely be other relief items
involved in the talks and as they progress, we will keep you informed.

Changing the Narrative
In our on-going efforts to change the false narrative being touted by health departments
around the country that restaurants are a "hot spot" for the spread of COVID-19, we will be
working with the NRA on data which shows there is no science stating that restaurants are
spreading the virus more than any other venues. We have been telling this story and will
continue to do so. It is becoming clear that contact tracing is not an accurate
indicator of where the spread of the virus is happening. As we further engage the
media on this issue, we will be challenging them on reporting that is not backed up by
science. We will keep you posted as this issue develops.

Employee Payroll Tax Deduction Deferral Status
The White House is considering a longer payback or even forgiveness for an employee’s
deferred payroll tax and the Treasury is working to issue Authorizing Guidance. The Trump
administration is looking to ensure that the payroll tax deferral implemented by executive
action is fully forgiven, meaning there would be no liability for the deferred taxes. As the
Executive Order currently stands, workers and their employers will pay 2021 for the taxes
that were deferred this year. Removing the liability would require congressional action.

Expansion of Outdoor Dining
We want to remind you about the availability to expand outdoor dining opportunities to
increase your ability to serve customers who may be more comfortable dining outdoors.

Oklahoma City for the Streatery Program
Tulsa's Parklet Program
Stillwater's Temporary Use for Outdoor Seating
Norman's Outdoor Space 

In conversations with the ABLE Commission recently, they confirmed their commitment to
work with restaurants who have obtained permission from their local jurisdiction for an
expansion of outdoor dining and will help them with a temporary expansion of their
licensed premises to allow for the service of alcohol in the expanded space.

Restaurant Law: How to Safely Return to Work
Here are commonly asked questions when it comes to your employees coming back to
work, plus five guidelines that address:

Whether operators can ask for doctors’ notes

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79542103&mm=42444318349
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79543325&mm=42444318349
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79544547&mm=42444318349
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79545769&mm=42444318349
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79546991&mm=42444318349
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79548213&mm=42444318349
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79549435&mm=42444318349


Whether they can take employees’ temperatures at shift-start
If there are any HIPAA violations in screening employees’ health each day
Whether the manager can send sick employees home
If operators can require their employees to wear face coverings during work

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79550657&mm=42444318349
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79551879&mm=42444318349
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79553101&mm=42444318349
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79554323&mm=42444318349
http://www.viethconsulting.com/


ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: August 26, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: August 26

Data Surveys
The NRA put together a COVID-19 impact survey. We ask that you take a few moments
out of your day to take this survey to further assist with our ongoing advocacy and media
efforts. This survey has been sent all over the country, and we want to represent a strong
number of responses from Oklahoma to receive valuable COVID-19 data down the road.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79716849&mm=42540338221


The data you share will be used in our on-going efforts to lobby Congress for further relief
for our industry. Take the Survey

The ORA has also been providing daily updates to the hospitality community since the
pandemic led to the closure of dining at restaurants in March. So much has changed since
March, and we would like your help in collecting new data on the status of your business
operations. Please complete the survey. This will be very helpful in telling the story of the
devastating effect that COVID-19 has had on our industry, and will only take two minutes
of your time. We will use the information you provide to continue our work with state and
local elected officials for relief for our industry.

Update on Congressional Relief
Yesterday we learned from our partners at the NRA that it may be the second, third or
fourth week of Sept. before there is any agreement on additional relief for our industry. No
talks are scheduled this week during the Republican National Convention. It is believed
that actual negotiations will resume next week. There is speculation that another round of
PPP loans will be offered even if you received a loan the first time around and that some
amount of extended unemployment insurance help will be approved, but not at the $600 a
week level that expired at the end of July. There will most likely be other relief items
involved in the talks and as they progress, we will keep you informed.

Changing the Narrative
In our on-going efforts to change the false narrative being touted by health departments
around the country that restaurants are a "hot spot" for the spread of COVID-19, we will be
working with the NRA on data which shows there is no science stating that restaurants are
spreading the virus more than any other venues. We have been telling this story and will
continue to do so. It is becoming clear that contact tracing is not an accurate
indicator of where the spread of the virus is happening. As we further engage the
media on this issue, we will be challenging them on reporting that is not backed up by
science. We will keep you posted as this issue develops.

Employee Payroll Tax Deduction Deferral Status
The White House is considering a longer payback or even forgiveness for an employee’s
deferred payroll tax and the Treasury is working to issue Authorizing Guidance. The Trump
administration is looking to ensure that the payroll tax deferral implemented by executive
action is fully forgiven, meaning there would be no liability for the deferred taxes. As the
Executive Order currently stands, workers and their employers will pay 2021 for the taxes
that were deferred this year. Removing the liability would require congressional action.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79718071&mm=42540338221
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79719293&mm=42540338221
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79720515&mm=42540338221
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79721737&mm=42540338221
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Interim Final Rule: PPP Loan Forgiveness
The U.S. Small Business Administration and Treasury published an interim final rule
earlier this week that provides clarity on Paycheck Protection Program loan forgiveness
issues. Specifically, these issues are related to owner-employee compensation
calculations and the eligibility of nonpayroll costs related to certain lease and property

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79889151&mm=42568331797
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79890373&mm=42568331797


ownership scenarios. Owner-employees with less than a 5% stake in a C or S
corporation are exempted from the PPP owner-employee compensation rule.

Still No Guidance Yet on Executive Order to Allow Deferral of Payroll
Taxes
The Treasury has not issued any further guidance on implementing the Executive Order.
Many are saying that this payroll tax deferment option is impossible without guidance. The
NRA joined more than 30 other trade associations to deliver this letter to Speaker Pelosi,
Leader McConnell, and Secretary Mnuchin. We will update you once we hear more. 

Data Surveys
The NRA put together a COVID-19 impact survey. We ask that you take a few moments
out of your day to take this survey to further assist with our ongoing advocacy and media
efforts. This survey has been sent all over the country, and we want to represent a strong
number of responses from Oklahoma to receive valuable COVID-19 data down the road.
The data you share will be used in our on-going efforts to lobby Congress for further relief
for our industry. Take the Survey

The ORA has also been providing daily updates to the hospitality community since the
pandemic led to the closure of dining at restaurants in March. So much has changed since
March, and we would like your help in collecting new data on the status of your business
operations. Please complete the survey. This will be very helpful in telling the story of the
devastating effect that COVID-19 has had on our industry, and will only take two minutes
of your time. We will use the information you provide to continue our work with state and
local elected officials for relief for our industry.

Unclear Path for Restaurants
The restaurant industry remains in a holding pattern, with no end in sight. In a recent
survey, 89% of adults said they were concerned that businesses in their community would
not survive the economic fallout. 56% said that they knew of a local restaurant that
permanently closed. 64% of urban residents noted they’ve witnessed permanent closures
in their hometowns. Consumer visits to restaurants declined 12% in July versus 2019.

Changing the Narrative
In our on-going efforts to change the false narrative being touted by health departments
around the country that restaurants are a "hot spot" for the spread of COVID-19, we will be
working with the NRA on data which shows there is no science stating that restaurants are
spreading the virus more than any other venues. We have been telling this story and will
continue to do so. It is becoming clear that contact tracing is not an accurate
indicator of where the spread of the virus is happening. As we further engage the
media on this issue, we will be challenging them on reporting that is not backed up by
science. We will keep you posted as this issue develops.

Mask Reminder
If you operate in a jurisdiction that has a mask mandate for staff AND guests, it is
important to follow those rules as closely as possible. If you fail to follow the
mandates, not only are you putting your staff and guests at risk for becoming ill, you are
running the risk of creating a situation where more mandates and restrictions are
imposed on our industry. Please follow the mandates and save our industry.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79891595&mm=42568331797
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79892817&mm=42568331797
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79894039&mm=42568331797
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79895261&mm=42568331797


ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: August 28, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: August 28

Interim Final Rule: PPP Loan Forgiveness
The U.S. Small Business Administration and Treasury published an interim final rule
earlier this week that provides clarity on Paycheck Protection Program loan forgiveness
issues. Specifically, these issues are related to owner-employee compensation
calculations and the eligibility of nonpayroll costs related to certain lease and property

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79968581&mm=42633001259
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79969803&mm=42633001259


ownership scenarios. Owner-employees with less than a 5% stake in a C or S
corporation are exempted from the PPP owner-employee compensation rule.

Still No Guidance Yet on Executive Order to Allow Deferral of Payroll
Taxes
The Treasury has not issued any further guidance on implementing the Executive Order.
Many are saying that this payroll tax deferment option is impossible without guidance. The
NRA joined more than 30 other trade associations to deliver this letter to Speaker Pelosi,
Leader McConnell, and Secretary Mnuchin. We will update you once we hear more. 

Data Surveys
The NRA put together a COVID-19 impact survey that will close this coming Tuesday at
4pm. We ask that you take a few moments out of your day to take this survey to further
assist with our ongoing advocacy and media efforts. This survey has been sent all over the
country, and we want to represent a strong number of responses from Oklahoma to
receive valuable COVID-19 data down the road. The data you share will be used in our
on-going efforts to lobby Congress for further relief for our industry. Take the Survey

The ORA has also been providing daily updates to the hospitality community since the
pandemic led to the closure of dining at restaurants in March. So much has changed since
March, and we would like your help in collecting new data on the status of your business
operations. Please complete the survey. This will be very helpful in telling the story of the
devastating effect that COVID-19 has had on our industry, and will only take two minutes
of your time. We will use the information you provide to continue our work with state and
local elected officials for relief for our industry.

Changing the Narrative
In our continuing efforts to provide more accurate data to our customers and respond to
media inaccuracies, we joined with the National Restaurant Association and the fifty other
state restaurant associations in sending this letter to media outlets around the country. Our
efforts to change the narrative about dining in restaurants will continue as we navigate
these unprecedented times.

Mask Reminder
If you operate in a jurisdiction that has a mask mandate for staff AND guests, it is
important to follow those rules as closely as possible. If you fail to follow the
mandates, not only are you putting your staff and guests at risk for becoming ill, you are
running the risk of creating a situation where more mandates and restrictions are
imposed on our industry. Please follow the mandates and save our industry.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79971025&mm=42633001259
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79972247&mm=42633001259
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79973469&mm=42633001259
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=79974691&mm=42633001259


ORA Restaurant Industry Recovery: August 31, 2020
1 message

COVID-19 Membership Update: August 31

ServSafe: Food Safety Month
This year’s National Food Safety Month (NFSM) theme: Managing Risk: 30 Years of Food
Safety. Over the next 5 weeks, join the National Food Safety Month celebration by
engaging in weekly resources you can find here. Each week will cover a new theme:

Week 1 (08/31) Personal Hygiene

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=80166545&mm=42707407617
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=80167767&mm=42707407617


Week 2 (9/7) Cleaning and Sanitizing
Week 3 (9/14) Safe Food Preparation
Week 4 (9/21) Food Safety Procedures
Week 5 (9/28) COVID-19 Precautions

Mask Reminder: Labor Day Weekend
If you operate in a jurisdiction that has a mask mandate for staff AND guests, it is
important to follow those rules as closely as possible, especially with Labor Day
Weekend coming this weekend. If you fail to follow the mandates, not only are you putting
your staff and guests at risk for becoming ill, you are running the risk of creating a
situation where more mandates and restrictions are imposed on our industry. Please
follow the mandates and save our industry.

Treasury Issues Guidance on Executive Order to Allow Payroll Tax
Deferment
The IRS recently released its first notice regarding implementation of the President’s
executive order on payroll tax deferral. According to the document, if the employer opts to
defer payroll taxes, the employer is the affected taxpayer, not the employee. The
employee cannot make the election to defer. This decision is left to the employer.

Industry Impact Surveys
The NRA put together a COVID-19 impact survey that will close tomorrow at 4pm so
please take this survey. We ask that you take a few moments out of your day to take this
survey to further assist with our ongoing advocacy and media efforts. This survey has
been sent all over the country, and we want to represent a strong number of responses
from Oklahoma to receive valuable COVID-19 data down the road. The data you share will
be used in our on-going efforts to lobby Congress for further relief for our industry. Take
the Survey

The ORA has also been providing daily updates to the hospitality community since the
pandemic led to the closure of dining at restaurants in March. So much has changed since
March, and we would like your help in collecting new data on the status of your business
operations. Please complete the survey. This will be very helpful in telling the story of the
devastating effect that COVID-19 has had on our industry, and will only take two minutes
of your time. We will use the information you provide to continue our work with state and
local elected officials for relief for our industry.

http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=80168989&mm=42707407617
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=80170211&mm=42707407617
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=80170211&mm=42707407617
http://mms.okrestaurants.com/ct.php?lid=80171433&mm=42707407617
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